PITCH
From Sundance Award-winning director Andrés Wood
comes SPIDER, a dark political thriller about the ambition of power.
Through two different timelines, one set on the eve of the Chilean
coup d’etat in 1973 and one in the present day, SPIDER explores
the evolution of radical political activism as well as a dangerously
charged love triangle.

SYNOPSIS

Inés (22), Justo (28) and Gerardo (23), belong to a violent nationalist
group that want to overthrow the Marxist government in the 70s. Amid
the fervor of this conflict they find themselves wrapped up in a passionate love triangle and commit a political crime that separates them
forever. Forty years later, Gerardo appears. He is inspired, not only by
revenge, but also by an obsession to revive the nationalist cause. The
police catch him with an arsenal of weapons. Inés, today an influential
businesswoman, will do whatever it takes to stop Gerardo from revealing her and her husband Justo’s past. But how can they erase the pulse
of a political and sexual passion that still resonates today?

DIRECTOR’S BIO
Director of “Machuca” (2004, Directors’ Fortnight), one of the
most widely seen and awarded films in Chilean film history. His
most successful feature films include “La Fiebre del Loco (2001,
Official Selection Venice and Toronto Film Festivals), “La Buena
Vida” (2008, Goya Award winner), and “Violeta se fue para los
cielos” (2011, winner of the World Cinema Grand Jury Prize at
Sundance in 2012). His most recent production “Araña” is set for
release this year. In parallel he has directed series for television.

ABOUT THE MOVIE

DIRECTOR’S MOTIVATION
“The only people for me are the mad ones, the ones who are mad
to live, mad to talk, mad to be saved.”
- Jack Kerouak

The roots of ultra-nationalism are and have been present all these
years. Hidden, behind false regret. Denied, to serve different interests, but not eradicated. In the little spaces where social sincerity
surfaces, often in reaction to a minor conflict (natural disasters,
abortion or migration laws), a significant group of people stand
out for their fierce defense of what they call, patriotic values, taking discourse back to a past that was supposedly overcome. The
first driving force behind “Araña” emerges from here. This is coupled with what is known in Chile as the consideration for political
context from the perspective of our recent history. This perspective seeks to consider the conditions in the country that “obliged”

the armed forces to execute a military coup and overtake Allende. Then we shift to different viewpoint which leads us directly to
the violent ultra-nationalistic groups that carried out all the hard
work (political assassinations, sedition, attacks on public property
etc.) in order to topple Salvador Allende’s socialist government.
Fatherland and Liberty stands out amongst these groups. It gathered and organized predominantly young people around an ultra-nationalist discourse to direct the sedition against the government. Our protagonists belong to this movement in the 1970s.
And here our second impetus emerges. Where are the people that
fought so violently against Allende today?
Our protagonists are visited by their past. The crimes and betrayal
that formed their present. But also by the love they never again
felt so intensely, or which perhaps transformed into something
else. The scars left from our protagonists’ pain and joy are revea-

led in different layers throughout the film. It is a story of the passing of time. Physical and emotional. Intertwined. Painful and liberating. Gerardo hasn’t been able to come to terms with life after
his younger years. He looks back to those times where everything
seems happier and more intense. The present will never live up to
the myth, because the myth no longer pertains to its era. On the
other hand, Justo and Inés also have an idealized view of the past,
but they are not prepared to admit it openly. This is their greatest
difference. Does a nationalist group like Fatherland and Liberty
have a place in today’s world? For Gerardo it does. After all these
years he can finally be the hero they didn’t let him be in the ‘70s.
The current political unrest and growing immigration are the fertilizer for this plantation.

Gerardo: Marcelo Alonso
Gerardo 1970’s: Pedro Fontaine

Inés: Mercedes Morán
Inés 1970’s: María Valverde

CAST

Justo: Felipe Armas
Justo 1970’s: Gabriel Urzúa

CREW

With support from: IBERMEDIA
Banco Estado
Ministerio de las Culturas, las Artes y el Patrimonio.
INCAA
ANCINE
Directed by: Andrés Wood
Produced by: Alejandra García
Producers: Nathalia Videla
Juan Pablo Gugliotta
Denise Gomes
Paula Consenza
Associate Producer: Inversiones TV Medios S.A.
Executive Producers: Patricio Pereira
Judith Cárdenas
Josefina Labán
Screenplay: Guillermo Calderón and Andrés Wood
Screenplay consulting: Eliseo Altunaga

PRODUCER

screenwriter

For film she has worked on the production of feature films “La Buena Vida” (2008, Goya Award winner), and “Violeta se fue para
los cielos” (2011, winner of the World Cinema Grand Jury Prize at
Sundance in 2012) and Araña, set for release this year.
For television, she was executive producer on “Ecos del Desierto”, the 4 episode series for CHV and Turner, directed by Andrés
Wood and written by Guillermo Calderón. In parallel, through her
role as executive producer in the advertising sector, she has developed over 200 commercials and advertising content (including
web series and short films) for Chile and Latin America.

His plays have been commissioned by the Düsseldorfer Schauspielhaus, the Royal Court Theater, the Public Theater, and Theater
Basel. He co-wrote the screenplays for “Violeta went to Heaven”,
directed by Andres Wood (World Cinema Jury Prize for Drama,
2012 Sundance Film Festival), and “The Club”, directed by Pablo
Larraín (Silver Bear, Berlinale in 2015).
He wrote the screenplay for “Neruda”, also directed by Larra
ín (Director’s Fortnight, Cannes, 2016).
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TECHNICAL DATA
Feature Film
Running time: 105 minutes
Digital Format
Sound: 5.1
Directed by Andrés Wood
Countries: Chile/Argentina/Brazil
Year: 2019
Genre: Political Thriller
A Wood Producciones (Chile) Magma Cine (Argentina) and Bossa
Nova Films (Brazil) production.
Chilean release: August 15th, 2019 by Fox

