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WHILE AT WAR is Alejandro Amenábar’s new film, his first in Spanish since
“The Sea Inside” (Oscar ®winner for Best Foreign Film).
It is a story based on true events which portrays Spain’s recent history and
reintroduces the figure of the exceptional Spanish writer, Miguel de Unamuno.

SYNOPSIS

~
Salamanca, 1936.
Celebrated writer Miguel de Unamuno supports the
military rebellion hoping it will resolve the prevailing
chaos in Spain. Meanwhile, General Francisco Franco
adds his troops to the uprising, secretly aspiring to take
command of the war. The conflict turns bloody and
with some of his colleagues incarcerated, Unamuno
questions his initial stance.
When Franco transfers his headquarters to Salamanca,
Unamuno visits him, determined to request clemency.

CAST

~
Miguel - Karra Elejalde
Millán Astray - Eduard Fernández
Franco - Santi Prego
Nicolás - Luis Bermejo
Cabanellas - Tito Valverde
María - Patricia Lopez Arnaiz
Felisa - Inma Cuevas
Salvador - Carlos Serrano-Clark
Atilano - Luis Zahera
Enriqueta - Ainhoa Santamaría
Carmen - Mireia Rey
Mola - Luis Callejo
Ramos - Dafnis Balduz
Miguelín - Jorge Andreu
With the special collaboration of
Nathalie Poza as Ana

CREW

~
Directed by Alejandro Amenábar

Editing Carolina Martínez Urbina

Written by Alejandro Amenábar,

Casting Eva Leira, Yolanda Serrano

Alejandro Hernández

Assistant director Fernando Izquierdo

Produced by Fernando Bovaira

Special effects supervisor Juanma Nogales

Producers Domingo Corral, Hugo Sigman,

Sound designer Gabriel Gutiérrez (m12DB)

Alejandro Amenábar

Direct sound Aitor Berenguer (m12DB)

Executive producers Guillem Vidal-Folch,

Special make-up design Nacho Díaz

Gabriel Arias-Salgado, Simón de Santiago

Make-up design Ana López-Puigcerver

Director of photography Álex Catalán, AEC

Hairdresser Belén López-Puigcerver

Line Producer Carla Pérez de Albéniz
Running time 107 min.

Art director Juan Pedro de Gaspar
Costume design Sonia Grande
Music Alejandro Amenábar

Filmed on location in
MADRID
SALAMANCA
TOLEDO
BIZKAIA

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

~
Growing political and social instability in Spain during
the Second Republic (founded in April 1931) opened
a huge breach between several opposite worlds:
Catholics and anti-clerics, owners and workers,
Church and State. General Sanjurjo tried and failed
to mount a rebellion in August 1932. The uprising
in July of 1936, headed by a group of generals
including General Francisco Franco against the
Republican regime, was partially successful. They
claimed they were trying to defend the fatherland,
the rule of law and the unity of Spain.
The military coup split Spain into two parts,
National and Republican, which started a civil war.
WHILE AT WAR presents the first months of that
conflict, the struggle for power between those
behind the uprising, and the disappointments and
contradictions experienced by the celebrated writer
Miguel de Unamuno in Salamanca, a city in turmoil.

ALEJANDRO AMENÁBAR
DIRECTOR

~
“This film is very special to me because it’s the first
I’ve filmed in my country in a long time. But especially
because, in addition to portraying historical facts
many will have forgotten and others were completely
unaware of, it appeals very directly to our past and our
present situation as citizens who coexist, argue and
sometimes, unfortunately, destroy each other.
I feel like Unamuno’s story is more alive today than
ever. It’s as if he were still here, doubting and discussing
essential questions that represent us, where we come
from, and above all, in which direction we want to take
this huge and complex community of people called
Spain.”
- Alejandro Amenábar.
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Since his directorial debut with THESIS (1996),
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Alejandro Amenábar (Santiago de Chile, 1972) has
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million euros at the Box Office and more than one
million admissions in Spain.

THE OTHERS (2001) and THE SEA INSIDE (2004)
established him internationally. THE SEA INSIDE,

Amenábar is premiering WHILE AT WAR, his latest

starring Javier Bardem, won the Academy Award®

film, this fall.

for Best Foreign Language Film and other 60
international

awards.

THE

OTHERS,

starring

KARRA ELEJALDE
is

MIGUEL DE UNAMUNO

~
Miguel de Unamuno is a figure who stands out in
Spanish literature, culture and politics of the twentieth
century. He was born in Bilbao in 1864 and lived
through the Carlist War, an event that had a huge
impact on him. In 1900, at age 36, he became the
youngest dean in the country. His life was marked by
intense academic, political and creative activity, and
by an endless internal fight with himself.

EDUARD FERNÁNDEZ
is

MILLÁN-ASTRAY

~
General José Millán-Astray was one of the people
who had the most influence over Francisco Franco’s
moral and ideological training. Creator of the
Spanish Foreign Legion, he fought side by side with
Franco and was his most tireless defender. His
audacity on the battlefield left its mark: among his
many injuries, he lost his left arm and his right eye,
covered by a patch. After becoming an invalid,
Millán-Astray’s personality changed shape and
intensity, making him famous for his eccentricities
and over-the-top war-inspired rants.

SANTI PREGO
is

FRANCISCO FRANCO

~
Francisco Franco spent the first 45 years of his life
climbing the military hierarchy. In 1934 he became
one of the youngest division generals in all of
Europe. When the Civil War broke out, after invading
the peninsula from Africa in command of the Foreign
Legion, he became a consensus figure for a
group of generals who decided to propose him
as Commander-in-Chief. Despite warnings from
Cabanellas, a general who joined the uprising but
held firm Republican convictions, Franco reached
the summit of power and never let go until his death.

PRODUCTION INFO

~
PRODUCTION COMPANIES
While At War is produced by Movistar+, Spain’s main content platform working with
the country’s best talent, in co-production with MOD PRODUCCIONES, founded by
Fernando Bovaira, responsible for other films by Alejandro Amenábar like The Sea
Inside (Oscar® for Best Foreign Film), The Others, Agora and Regression, Alejandro
G. Iñárritu’s Biutiful (Nominated for the Oscar® for Best Foreign Film); HIMENÓPTERO,
the company created by Alejandro Amenábar to produce his films and Argentinean
production company K&S FILMS, with a successful catalogue including Damián
Szifron’s Wild Tales (Nominated for the Oscar® for Best Foreign Film). Film
Factory Entertainment is handling international sales.
FILMING LOCATIONS
Filming took place over seven weeks in the summer of 2018 in locations in
Salamanca, Toledo, Madrid and Bizkaia, with the collaboration of Salamanca’s
City Hall and the University of Salamanca, celebrating its 800th year anniversary.

